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Li Zhu, M.D., M.P.H., Peking University Health Science Center, China
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Agenda

Agenda items were as follows:

· Review action items from previous call

· Approve meeting summary from January call

· Finalize meeting summary from Lyon

· Update from Zdenko Herceg, Ph.D., on Genetics Working Group

· Plan for Environmental Working Group

· Discussion on Steering Committee membership guidelines

· Status of Brocher Foundation application

· Update on cohorts.
Review Action Items from Previous Call

· Dr. Herceg will invite Joseph Wiemels, Ph.D., Sharon Savage, M.D., and Dr. Stoltenberg to join the Genetics Working Group. In progress. Dr. Herceg has also invited several other people. Dr Dwyer, Dr. Tikellis and  Ms Yoshimi Inaba of the MCRI will also jointhe working group.
· Dr. Taneja will invite Dr. Kasten to join the Genetics Working Group and confer with Jack Moye, M.D., about his interest in participating. Done. Dr. Kasten agreed to join the working group.
· Dr. Dwyer will invite Nicholas Wong, Ph.D., B.Sc., to join the Genetics Working Group. Done.
· Dr. Linet will introduce Somdat Mahabir, Ph.D., M.P.H., to Dr. Herceg. Done.
· Dr. Herceg will arrange the Genetics Working Group’s first conference call. In progress. Dr. Herceg will send the names of call participants to Dr. Mahabir. The Division of Cancer Epidemiology and Genetics, National Cancer Institute is supporting the conference calls.
Comment. Dr. Dwyer noted that the Japan National Children’s Study indicated on its Web site that is now participating in the I4C.

Approve Meeting Summary from January Call

There were no comments on this summary, and it was approved.

Finalize Meeting Summary from Lyon

Dr. Taneja will finalize the summary on February 2. Once finalized, the summary will be distributed to the Steering Committee and posted on the National Children’s Study’s Web site. The final summary will be further distributed upon request from Steering Committee members.

Update from Dr. Herceg on Genetics Working Group

Dr. Herceg was not on the call.
Plan for Environmental Working Group

Six possible subgroups were identified during the Lyon meeting. Ideas about how to proceed have been exchanged via e-mail since the meeting. Dr. Linet proposed convening a single working group to discuss broad environmental issues. It was proposed that Drs. Linet and Olsen chair the working group. Dr. Kogevinas agreed with the proposal. Once the working group agrees on common procedures, subgroups would define the topic-specific protocols. 

Dr. Dwyer commented that funds have been provided to the Norwegian Mother and Child Study (MoBa) to link cancer cases to environmental data. Funds were offered to the Danish National Birth Cohort (DNBC). Sjurdur Olsen, Ph.D., of the DNBC said the funds were not needed. DNBC linkage data will soon be available. Data from MoBa will be available in the near future, and data from the Birth Defects Surveillance System for the Collaborative Project China will be available in about a year. The methodology for the China study is being developed.
The next steps for the Environmental Working Group are to discuss the priority exposures identified at the Lyon meeting and determine subgroups. Drs. Linet and Kogevinas will summarize the discussion of the environmental breakout session at the Lyon meeting and contact the participants about further activities.

Discussion on Steering Committee Membership Guidelines

The call participants discussed the differences in terminology regarding I4C membership and eligibility for specific analyses. Dr. Linet explained that the I4C is an association of epidemiologists, geneticists, and laboratory scientists—multidisciplinary people, not cohorts. Membership guidelines were written to be inclusive. Eligibility for analyses refers to cohorts—their design, capacity to follow subjects for childhood cancer, and availability of environmental exposure data (for example, maternal folate intake). Dr. Linet noted that I4C investigators who perform analyses (for example, genetic analyses) are not necessarily affiliated with a specific cohort. Dr. Kogevinas differentiated between cohorts that have data and those that do not. He noted that for some other studies steering committee members are from cohorts that have data. Dr. Linet noted that there are no specific criteria for I4C Steering Committee membership. She said the membership criteria could be revised to include people who are from cohorts with data.
Dr. Kogevinas expressed some concern about allowing small cohorts into the I4C because it might be difficult to manage a large number of cohorts. Dr. Dwyer said there should be a minimum number of cancer cases from a cohort to be allowed into the I4C. He noted that the Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children has a minimum cell size of five cases of cancer subgroup (for example, leukemia). Dr. Dwyer proposed that the minimum case number criterion for cohorts to pool data be presented to the other Steering Committee members and discussed. Steering Committee membership could be limited to investigators from those cohorts that meet the minimum number criterion. Investigators who are not affiliated with a cohort can still be members of the I4C.
Dr. Tikellis and Dwyer agreed to review the I4C and Steering Committee membership guidelines and revise them according to this discussion.
Status of Brocher Foundation Application

There was no updated information to report. Dr. Kasten noted that the World Health Organization will sponsor the application.
Update on Cohorts

Dr. Tikellis said there were no updates. She e-mailed Dr. Stoltenberg about the status of the MoBa linkage data. Dr. Stoltenberg has not replied. A detailed e-mail outlining reporting requirements was sent to Dr. Sjurdur Olsen. He has not replied.
Dr. Taneja gave an update on the National Children’s Study. More than 500 pregnant women are now enrolled, and there have been more than 100 births at the seven Vanguard locations. Because the pace of recruitment has been slower than expected, new recruitment strategies will be evaluated. The Vanguard Study is expanding to 37 locations. Three alternative recruitment strategies will be piloted at the 30 new locations, with 10 locations each piloting one of the three strategies. The three strategies are a provider-based approach, an enhanced household approach, and a high-intensity/low-intensity strategy. The core protocol will be maintained for each alternative strategy, and data will be collected on cancer cases. Drs. Kasten and Linet are coordinating on common data elements across the cohorts. Drs. Dwyer and Tikellis will be included in these activities.
Action Items:

· Dr. Herceg will send names of Genetics Working Group conference call participants to Dr. Mahabir. Circle Solutions will provide contact information for the participants.
· Drs. Linet and Kogevinas will summarize the discussion of the environmental breakout session at the Lyon meeting and contact the participants about further activities for the Environmental Working Group.
· Dr. Tikellis and Dwyer will review the I4C and Steering Committee membership guidelines and revise them according to the conference call discussion.
· The next conference call is scheduled for March 1.
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