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Agenda

Agenda items were as follows:

· Review action items from February call

· Approve meeting summary from February call

· Update from Dr. Herceg on Genetics Working Group

· Update from Dr. Kogevinas on Environmental Working Group

· Status of Brocher Foundation application

· Update on cohorts

· Discussion on Steering Committee membership guidelines.
Review Action Items from February Call

· Dr. Herceg will send names of Genetics Working Group conference call participants to Dr. Mahabir. Circle Solutions will provide contact information for the participants. Circle did not have contact information. Dr. Herceg agreed to send names and contact information to Circle.
· Drs. Linet and Kogevinas will summarize the discussion of the environmental breakout session at the Lyon meeting and contact the participants about further activities for the Environmental Working Group. Status unknown.
· Dr. Tikellis and Dwyer will review the I4C and Steering Committee membership guidelines and revise them according to the conference call discussion. Done. Revised guidelines were distributed to the committee.
Approve Meeting Summary from February Call
The meeting summary from the February call was approved.
Update from Dr. Herceg on the Genetics Working Group

· The working group’s first conference call was held several weeks ago.
· The Steering Committee agreed that the working group should identify a small core group of about four or five members. Conference calls will be scheduled around the core group’s availability. A larger group of interested individuals will be invited to participate in the conference calls.

· On its first call, the working group discussed how to collect key information on what genetic samples are available from the cohorts. One approach was to distribute a spreadsheet to the cohorts asking for information on the type and number of available samples, and how the samples were collected and stored. Another approach was to address specific hypotheses. The working group would develop a proposal outlining a single hypothesis, background information, methods for addressing the hypothesis, and types and numbers of samples that would be required. Each cohort would be asked whether it could address the hypothesis (that is, whether it has the required samples) and whether it is interested in participating. The Steering Committee agreed that this latter approach was preferable. The working group will define the hypothesis to be addressed, and draft and distribute the proposal to cohorts. The types and numbers of samples, as well as the range of samples, to address the hypothesis will be determined.
Update from Dr. Kogevinas on the Environmental Working Group

Because Dr. Kogevinas was not on the call, this agenda item was tabled until the next call.
Status of Brocher Foundation Application

· Drs. Kasten and Krotoski conferred with Ruth Etzel, M.D., Ph.D., and others from the World Health Organization (WHO).
· WHO representatives will meet with the Brocher Foundation the week of March 8–12 regarding the proposed meeting. Dr. Kasten previously distributed a description of the proposed meeting.

· The WHO has $30,000 that it needs to spend quickly. The WHO is interested in supporting the I4C, but because an I4C meeting has not been scheduled, a meeting at the Brocher Foundation is attractive.

· The proposed meeting will tentatively focus on the ethics of using neonatal blood spots for childhood cancer research within the framework of the I4C.

· If the Brocher Foundation agrees to convene such a meeting in 2010, WHO would like to support a second meeting at WHO headquarters. The meeting would focus on developing common data elements for shared protocols in childhood cohorts. One of the WHO mandates is to promote cohorts in developing countries. Representatives from three to five developing countries that have expressed interest in developing birth cohort studies would be invited to the meeting. If the Brocher Foundation meeting occurs in 2010, the I4C could take advantage of the WHO facilities by convening a meeting on developing common data elements and harmonizing existing data elements within I4C cohorts and sharing knowledge with representatives from developing countries.
· The WHO will most likely support two meetings, one on ethics of using neonatal blood spots and the other on data harmonization.

· A well-known Brazilian child cohort researcher is seeking information on protocols for evaluating environmental exposures during the prenatal period. The researcher will contact National Children’s Study Director Steven Hirschfeld, M.D., Ph.D., about sharing the Study’s prenatal protocol.
· Dr. Etzel has expressed interest in joining the I4C in some capacity. Dr. Linet proposed that Dr. Etzel participate in Environmental Working Group conference calls.

· Drs. Kasten and Krotoski will confer with Dr. Etzel by March 5 so she can discuss next steps with the Brocher Foundation.
· The Welcome Trust has expressed interest in participating in the WHO meeting on common data elements and data harmonization.

Update on Cohorts

· On March 1, Dr. Dwyer met with representatives from the National Children’s Study and the NCI to discuss the Birth Defects Surveillance System for the Collaborative Project China and the new China Children and Families Cohort Study, which will begin fieldwork in fall 2010. The intent is to collect childhood cancer data from the studies (specifically in the folate cohort). A pilot study is being planned.
· Ms. Yoshimi Inaba of the MCRI has been communicating regularly with representatives from the Japan National Children’s Study, which is now planning a cohort of 100,000. The head of the Japanese environmental ministry has formally stated the study’s interest in joining the I4C. The study has submitted some of its questionnaires to the MCRI. Ms. Inaba is translating the questionnaires and will identify elements that are common with other cohort questionnaires.

· The I4C will be sharing core protocols with the Chinese and Japanese studies and will be focusing more on developing joint protocols with new cohort studies.

· Funding has been allocated for the British childhood cohort study of 100,000 children. The study will begin in 2012.

· Representatives from the Japan National Children’s Study will visit the National Children’s Study Program Office March 3–5. The representatives will attend the National Children’s Study Steering Committee meeting on March 3 and 4.
· Dr. Dwyer proposed developing a list of core protocols from the Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children, the Norwegian Mother and Child Study, and the Danish National Birth Cohort.

· Dr. Olson proposed developing a list of standardized questionnaires that have been used by I4C cohorts. Identifying cohort-specific questions that have been derived from standardized questionnaires would be useful.

· Recruitment and enrollment for the National Children’s Study is progressing.

Discussion on Steering Committee Membership Guidelines

Draft guidelines on three types of membership were distributed to the Steering Committee before the conference call:
· Steering Committee membership

· Cohort membership

· Individual membership.

The Steering Committee membership guidelines were derived from the I4C policies and procedures manual. The manual states that Steering Committee members can be individuals affiliated with an I4C cohort (for example, principal investigators) or individuals with knowledge of the I4C or who support I4C activities in general. 

Comments from the February conference call were incorporated into the revision of cohort membership guidelines. The cohorts need to be prospective studies, not case-control studies. They need to have the capacity to follow subjects with childhood cancer and environmental factors. A minimum number of 2,000 subjects is cited in the guideline, but this number may be applicable only to the current hypothesis involving folate and paternal age. Dr. Tikellis asked for feedback on whether there should be a general number of subjects or whether the number should be hypothesis-specific. The guidelines include specific eligibility criteria related to data collection period, collection of some environmental measures, and capacity to collect some biospecimens, at least from children. The Steering Committee will make the final decision on whether a cohort may join the I4C.
The revised individual membership guidelines stipulate that individuals who are not associated with cohorts can be members of the I4C if their contribution is in the area of expertise, facilities, or knowledge that facilitate the activities of the I4C.

An issue that needs to be addressed is how to recognize membership (that is, distinguishing cohorts that are part of the I4C from those that are simply interested). Questions include whether formal documentation or signed agreements should be part of the requirements and whether questionnaires should be requested and reviewed before membership is considered. 
Agenda Items for Next Conference Call
· Update from Dr. Kogevinas on the Environmental Working Group

· Discussion of Steering Committee, I4C cohort, and individual membership guidelines

· Having annual I4C meetings.
Action Items

· Dr. Herceg will send names and contact information of Genetics Working Group conference call participants to Circle.
· The Genetics Working Group will define a specific hypothesis and draft and distribute a proposal for addressing the hypothesis to the cohorts to determine which cohorts are interested and capable of addressing the hypothesis.
· Steering Committee members will inform Dr. Taneja about dates of changes to daylight saving time.

· The next conference call is scheduled for April 5/6.
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