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Agenda

Agenda items were as follows:

· Review action items from March call

· Approve meeting summary from March call

· Update on the Genetics Working Group 

· Update on the Environmental Working Group

· Status of Brocher Foundation application

· Update on cohorts

· Discussion of Steering Committee, I4C cohort, and individual membership guidelines

· Discussion of the possibility of having annual I4C meetings.

Review Action Items from March Call

· Zdenko Herceg, Ph.D., will send names and contact information of Genetics Working Group conference call participants to Circle. Status unknown.
· The Genetics Working Group will define a specific hypothesis and draft and distribute a proposal for addressing the hypothesis to the cohorts to determine which cohorts are interested and capable of addressing the hypothesis. Status unknown.
· Steering Committee members will inform Dr. Taneja about dates of changes to daylight saving time. Done.
Approve Meeting Summary from March Call
There were no comments on the meeting summary, and it was approved.
Update on the Genetics Working Group

During the working group’s most recent conference call, Dr. Herceg proposed that the working group collaborate with the National Children’s Study Genetics Working Team to jointly submit a session proposal for the joint meeting of the International Congress of Human Genetics and the American Society of Human Genetics, which will be held in Montreal in May 2011. The proposal must be submitted by mid May 2010. Dr. Kasten agreed to arrange conference calls for the I4C Genetics Working Group and the National Children’s Study Genetics Working Team to draft the session proposal. Dr. Herceg agreed to draft the I4C portion of the proposal.
Update on the Environmental Working Group

The working group has not had a conference call. Drs. Linet and Kogevinas agreed to confer the week of April 12–16. According to Dr. Linet, Mary H. Ward, Ph.D., NCI, would like to be involved with the working group. Dr. Linet agreed to confer with Dr. Ward. Dr. Linet agreed to contact people who attended the Lyon meeting and determine their willingness to participate in the Environmental Working Group.
Status of Brocher Foundation Application

Drs. Kasten and Krotoski conferred with Ruth Etzel, M.D., Ph.D., and Toni Torresani, Ph.D., of University Children’s Hospital in Zurich. Dr. Torresani agreed to cosponsor—with the World Health Organization and the National Children’s Study—the application to the Brocher Foundation. The application is due April 25. Dr. Dwyer has submitted a letter of support. Drs. Kasten and Krotoski are actively recruiting participants and speakers. The application can be for a workshop or symposium. The workshop would be a 2- to 3-day event limited to about 20 participants. The symposium would be a 1½-day event with about 60 participants. 
Update on Cohorts

· There has been little recent cohort activity. Data from some of the foundation cohorts has not yet been transferred to the MCRI coordinating center.
· Dr. Tikellis has been examining standardization of questionnaires for core domains. Dr. Tikellis will be working with Dr. Schoendorf on standardized I4C questionnaires. Drs. Tikellis and Schoendorf agreed to arrange a conference call to discuss the questionnaires.
· The Japan National Children’s Study requested questionnaires from the foundation cohorts. The data coordinating center provided these materials. The Japan National Children’s Study has provided its questionnaires involving pregnancy and birth. These materials are being translated into English. The Japan National Children’s Study asked for contact information for the Chinese cohorts. Drs. Dwyer and Tikellis decided to confer with the National Children’s Study before providing this information. Drs. Chao and Zhu may be the best people to contact. Dr. Tikellis agreed to draft a response to the request for contact information. Dr. Dwyer will review the draft. Others involved with the I4C will be copied when the response is sent out.
· On March 3 and 4, representatives from the Japan National Children’s Study attended the National Children’s Study Steering Committee meeting in Bethesda, MD. National Children’s Study questionnaires and data collection sheets were sent to the Japan National Children’s Study prior to the visit. On March 5, the representatives spent several hours at the Program Office asking questions about the National Children’s Study. General materials on the Japan National Children’s Study were provided, but specific information and questionnaires were not. The materials included a written protocol overview with general descriptions of participant contact schedule, types of samples and specimens that will be collected, and study locations. The materials are in English but hard copy only. Dr. Schoendorf agreed to scan the materials and e-mail them to Drs. Dwyer and Tikellis. Dr. Tikellis agreed to send the translated materials to Drs. Schoendorf and Taneja. The Japanese Ministry on the Environment is apparently requiring the Japan National Children’s Study to join the I4C. This requirement may be a condition for funding.
Discussion of Steering Committee, I4C Cohort, and Individual Membership Guidelines

Dr. Kogevinas proposed that the Steering Committee membership selection process be described. To date, there has not been a formal process for membership. There is no clear distinction about who is a voting member and who is simply a call participant. Dr. Dwyer agreed to draft a description of a systematic process for selecting Steering Committee members. He will address voting issues in the draft. The selection and voting processes will be discussed during the next conference call.
Discussion of the Possibility of Having Annual I4C Meetings

· A meeting held in fall 2010 would require that planning begin in the very near future. 
· A meeting would not be worthwhile or effective if there are no reports or new data from large cohorts.
· A meeting in spring or summer 2011 could be effective if there are new data and reports from working groups and cohorts.

· The European cohorts should be able to report on coordination projects and case studies.

· The National Children’s Study should be able to present information (for example, on the effectiveness of alternate recruitment strategies) from its Vanguard Study by mid 2011.

· An I4C meeting could coincide with the Brocher Foundation meeting and could be held in Geneva.

Agenda Items for Next Conference Call
· Discussion of the Steering Committee membership selection and voting processes.
Action Items

· Drs. Linet and Kogevinas will confer about the Environmental Working Group the week of April 12–16.
· Dr. Linet will confer with Dr. Ward about involvement with the Environmental Working Group.

· Dr. Linet will contact people who attended the Lyon meeting and determine their willingness to participate in the Environmental Working Group.

· Drs. Tikellis and Schoendorf will arrange a conference call to discuss standardized I4C questionnaires.

· Dr. Schoendorf will scan the Japan National Children’s Study hard copy materials and e-mail them to Drs. Dwyer and Tikellis. 

· Dr. Tikellis will send the translated Japan National Children’s Study materials to Drs. Schoendorf and Taneja.
· Dr. Tikellis will draft a response to the Japan National Children’s Study’s request for Chinese cohort contact information. Dr. Dwyer will review the draft before it is sent.
· Dr. Dwyer will draft a description of the Steering Committee membership selection and voting processes.

· The next conference call is scheduled for May 3 at 5:00 p.m. ET.
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