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Agenda

Agenda items were as follows:

· Review action items from previous call 

· Approve meeting summary from April call

· Update on the Genetic Working Group 

· Update on the Environmental Working Group 

· Discussion of the Steering Committee membership selection and voting processes 

· Update on cohorts

· Next I4C meeting.

Review Action Items from April Call

· Drs. Linet and Kogevinas will confer about the Environmental Working Group the week of April 12–16. Done.
· Dr. Linet will confer with Mary H. Ward, Ph.D., about her involvement with the Environmental Working Group. Status unknown.
· Dr. Linet will contact people who attended the Lyon meeting and determine their willingness to participate in the Environmental Working Group. Done.
· Drs. Tikellis and Schoendorf will arrange a conference call to discuss standardized I4C questionnaires. Done.
· Dr. Schoendorf will scan the Japan National Children’s Study (JNCS) hard copy materials and e-mail them to Drs. Dwyer and Tikellis. Done.
· Dr. Tikellis will send the translated JNCS materials to Drs. Schoendorf and Taneja. The materials are still being translated.
· Dr. Tikellis will draft a response to the JNCS’s request for Chinese cohort contact information. Dr. Dwyer will review the draft before it is sent. Done. The response was sent April 15.
· Dr. Dwyer will draft a description of the Steering Committee membership selection and voting processes. Done.
Approve Meeting Summary from April Call
There were no comments on the meeting summary, and it was approved.
Update on the Genetics Working Group

The working group has had three conference calls and has agreed to have monthly calls. The working group is developing hypotheses. Dr. Herceg and Hector Hernandez drafted a proposal that summarizes the hypotheses. The proposal has been circulated for comments. It will be revised and recirculated. The main hypotheses involve epigenetic “signatures” that can be used as biomarkers of environmental exposure and susceptibility. Proposed studies will analyze DNA methylation and RNA coding using cord blood and cultured cells. The working group will work with the cohort scientists to determine the number, type, and quantity of samples; conduct power calculations; and define exposures factors, focusing on extreme exposures such as smoking, alcohol, folate, and chemical agents. Different approaches and costs will be considered. The working group’s next conference call is on May 17.
Update on the Environmental Working Group

An open conference call is scheduled for May 4. A list of environmental risk factors and priorities that were identified by the working group at the Lyon meeting has been distributed. The conference call will discuss whether the working group should focus on one risk factor or multiple risk factors. Dr. Linet, Dr. Kogevinas, and other call participants will determine the Environmental Working Group’s core members and name a liaison to the Genetics Working Group. Dr. Linet drafted the summary of the conference call and will circulate it to the I4C Steering Committee. Dr. Olsen proposed that the working group determine which studies would need biomarkers of environmental exposures and those that can be done without biomarkers. Dr. Dwyer noted that biomarkers could be used to validate questionnaire data and not as primary data. Such studies would use subsets of the biospecimens. The Steering Committee proposed that the Environmental Working Group and the Genetics Working Group maintain ongoing communication to keep them informed of their respective activities. The two working groups agree. Dr. Hector Hernandez and Dr. Tikellis will serve as liaisons. Summaries of the working groups’ conference calls will be exchanged and shared with the Steering Committee.
Discussion of the Steering Committee Membership Selection and Voting Processes
Dr. Dwyer drafted and distributed a document titled “Selection Guidelines/Terms of Reference for Appointment of Members of the I4C Steering Committee.” Any comments regarding the document should be forwarded to Dr. Dwyer. Issues/comments arising from the guidelines can be discussed at future Steering Committee teleconferences if there is a need. 
Update on Cohorts

· A senior official of Japan’s Ministry of the Environment, which is funding the JNCS, recently visited China and met with representatives of the Chinese cohort studies to compare and develop protocols. This senior official explicitly noted that the JNCS has joined the I4C. 
· Sjurdur F. Olsen, Ph.D., has responded positively to Dr. Dwyer’s e-mail concerning data from the Danish National Birth Cohort. 
· Dr. Dwyer sent Dr. Stoltenberg an update on the JNCS’s decision to share core protocols and inform her of the funding of the British child cohort study. A grant to study 100,000 children was awarded to the Institute of Child Health in London. The Norwegian Mother and Child Study’s request to share data is still waiting on ethics committee approval.
· The Jerusalem Perinatal Study has expressed interest in providing data to the I4C. Dr. Tikellis has requested information on the data collected by the study.
· The coordinating center has contacted some of the newer cohorts that are interested in participating in the I4C, particularly those interested in the folate hypothesis. The coordinating center wants to assess their data to determine applicability to the folate hypothesis.
· During the week of April 26–30, a conference call of representatives of the European child cohorts was held to discuss risk factors and health policy. Dr. Kogevinas mentioned that there are about 250,000 children involved in the European cohorts. These cohorts are examining numerous environmental risk factors. Minutes of the call will be distributed.
Next I4C Meeting

· During its last conference call, the Steering Committee discussed a possible I4C meeting in fall 2010, possibly in the United States or Europe. Planning for such a meeting would need to begin very soon.
· An I4C meeting could coincide with the Broucher Foundation meeting, which would be in Geneva in spring or summer 2011.
· The Steering Committee agreed that it is preferable to have annual I4C meetings.
Action Items

· Dr. Herceg will circulate the Genetics Working Group’s revised proposal for comments.

· The next conference call is scheduled for June 7/8 at 5:00 p.m. ET.
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