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Agenda

Agenda items were as follows:

· Review action items from previous call 

· Approve meeting summary from May call

· Update on the Genetics Working Group 

· Update on the Environmental Factors Working Group

· Establishing a dedicated portal

· Discussion of Dr. Kogevinas’ participation in the I4C Steering Committee
· Update on cohorts

· Next I4C meeting.

Review Action Items from May Call

· Dr. Herceg will circulate the Genetics Working Group’s revised proposal for comments. Done.
Approve Meeting Summary from May Call
There were no comments on the meeting summary, and it was approved.
Update on the Genetics Working Group

· A draft proposal titled An Epigenetic Signature of Cancer Risk during Human Development was circulated and revised based on the comments. The proposed project will start with two or three cohorts (for example, the Tasmania Infant Health Survey, the Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children, and the Norwegian Mother and Child Study [MoBa]), one or two exposures, and two or so measures of exposure. The sample size will be 200 (100 in the exposure group and 100 matched controls). The project could be expanded based on the exploratory analysis. The initial proposed project will provide a proof of principle on the logistics of this type of project. The project will look at associations within the cohorts as well as across cohorts.
· Dr. Stoltenberg will discuss with her colleagues from MoBa inclusion of the cohort in the proposed genetics project.

· The working group will have a conference call the week of June 14.

Update on the Environmental Factors Working Group

The working group had its second conference call on June 8. It is in the process of listing existing birth cohort inventories and coordination projects. There is much interest in the working group, and conference call summaries will be distributed to several dozen people. Hector Hernandez-Vargas (IARC, Lyon, France) from the Genetics Working Group will participate in the Environmental Factors Working Group conference calls.
Establishing a Dedicated Portal

· A dedicated SharePoint portal for the I4C would facilitate collaboration and communication. A portal allows information to be stored in a central location. A variety of documents can be posted. The structure of the portal can be determined by the users.
· The Steering Committee agreed that the I4C should have a portal. Dr. Mahabir will submit a formal request for the portal, and he will create a draft structure for it.

Discussion of Dr. Kogevinas’ Participation in the I4C Steering Committee 
Dr. Kogevinas is rotating off the Steering Committee. A person from one of the European cohorts was proposed as a possible replacement. Dr. Martine Vrijheid and Dr. Jean Golding were mentioned. Participation by one of the Asian cohorts would give a broader perspective. However, because Steering Committee members need to actively participate on the conference calls, the time differences for these cohorts could be a problem. Conditions for participation need to be specified. Dr. Stoltenberg proposed alternating the times of the conference calls.
I4C Coordinating Committee

Dr. Dwyer will draft and circulate a proposal to constitute an I4C coordinating committee. Dr. Kogevinas will provide written input to Dr. Dwyer. The draft will be circulated before the next conference call.
Update on Cohorts

· The questionnaire data have been pooled and are being used to develop the core protocols, which will be shared with the Japanese cohort.
· The Japan National Children’s Study cohort will have a sample size of 100,000. Funding has been provided by the Department of Environmental Science. The Study’s scientific director was concerned about monetary requirements for participating in the I4C. Dr. Dwyer sent a letter to the director explaining that there were no requirements. In response to the letter, the director agreed to propose the information to the study’s governing board.
· A month ago, Sjurdur F. Olsen, Ph.D., responded to Dr. Dwyer’s initial e-mail about data from the Danish National Birth Cohort. Dr. Olsen has not sent the data. The study is not making much progress.
· The Jerusalem Perinatal Study has expressed interest in the I4C to Dr. Linet. Dr. Dwyer wrote to the study director requesting specific information on their protocols. Drs. Dwyer and Linet will confer with the study director about submitting data.
· The existing Chinese cohort involved a study of peri-conception folic acid supplementation. The sample size was 250,000. There is strong interest in starting a new Chinese cohort. An application for the study has been submitted to the Ministry of Health. The sample size for the new cohort is 300,000. The children from the existing cohort are now ages 13–16. Data on the incidence of cancer in these children could be collected in 2–3 years once the Chinese decide to move forward.
· MoBa staff will meet to discuss submitting samples to the I4C.

· The U.S. National Children’s Study is in the early perinatal phase. Seven Vanguard Centers are still enrolling participants. Thirty new Study Centers will begin work in the summer of 2010 but will initially not collect biospecimens or environmental samples. Methodologic data collected in the Vanguard Study may not be relevant to the I4C.
Next I4C Meeting

The proposal for the Broucher Foundation symposium was accepted. The Steering Committee agreed that the next I4C meeting should be held concurrently with the symposium, which will be held in Geneva in 2011. Travel funding from the NIH may be needed to support some participants. Dr. Mahabir will request this funding for the meeting. Dr. Dwyer will contact Maureen Noel at the World Health Organization (WHO) to discuss the I4C meeting.
Action Items

· Dr. Stoltenberg will discuss with her colleagues from MoBa inclusion of the cohort in the proposed genetics project.

· Dr. Mahabir will submit a formal request for an I4C portal.
· Dr. Dwyer will draft and circulate a proposal to constitute an I4C coordinating committee.
· Dr. Kogevinas will provide written input to Dr. Dwyer for the coordinating committee proposal.
· Dr. Mahabir will request travel funding for the 2011 I4C meeting.
· Dr. Dwyer will contact Maureen Noel at WHO to discuss the I4C meeting.

· The date and time of the next conference call will be determined.
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