I4C Steering Committee

Conference Call

January 4/5, 2010

Attendees:

Terry Dwyer, M.D., Ph.D., Murdoch Children’s Research Institute (MCRI), Australia

Zdenko Herceg, Ph.D., International Agency for Research on Cancer, France

Martha Linet, M.D., M.P.H., National Cancer Institute, National Institutes of Health (NIH), USA

Ken Schoendorf, M.D., M.P.H., Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD), NIH, USA

Gitanjali Taneja, Ph.D., NICHD, NIH, USA

Gabriella Tikellis, Ph.D., MCRI, Australia

Follow-up from Lyon Meeting

Meeting Summary for I4C Workshop in Lyon. Dr. Dwyer, Dr. Tikellis, and Dr. Schoendorf have provided comments on the meeting summary via e-mail. Any additional comments should be sent to Dr. Taneja. 

Steering Committee Conference Call. Dr. Taneja drafted a summary of the Steering Committee’s December conference call and circulated it for comments. She will finalize and re-circulate the summary after comments have been submitted.

Genetics Working Group

A Genetics Working Group at the 2007 I4C meeting in Copenhagen focused on chromosomal translocations. The working group discussed the potential use of biosamples other than RNA and development of high through-put approaches. Post-meeting discussions involved Joseph Wiemels, Ph.D., Sharon Savage, M.D., and Nicholas Wong, Ph.D., B.Sc. After about 9 months, it became apparent that RNA samples could not be identified and that high through-put approaches were not technically feasible. The working group then ceased its activities.

At the Lyon meeting, new ideas were proposed, and there was renewed interest in the Genetics Working Group’s activities. Of particular interest is the use of epigenetics. However, the types of biosamples and direct environmental measures that are available from the cohorts need to be identified to follow up with this approach. After the meeting, plans were made to poll the cohorts about the biosamples and direct environmental measures that are currently available. Dr. Tikellis compiled a spreadsheet of this information and sent it to Dr. Wiemels for review. He has not yet provided comments to Dr. Tikellis.

Dr. Dwyer said there should be two parallel activities:

· Define and develop key hypotheses and determine what types of biosamples and exposure data are needed to address the hypotheses

· Determine what biosamples and exposure data are currently available from the cohorts.

Possible areas for hypotheses are differences in epigenetic profiles and variations in environmental exposures at birth, folate, and birth weight across cohorts.

The biosamples necessary to address these hypotheses would first need to be determined, and then the cohorts would need to report whether they could provide the biosamples. Possible biosamples include bloodspots, stored DNA, and serum. 

A person to lead and coordinate these activities needs to be recruited. It was suggested that the person needs to be able to devote 10–20 hours per week. Gathering information from the cohorts requires almost constant communication and considerable effort. Dr. Dwyer proposed that the Steering Committee contact Dr. Wiemels to inquire about his interest and availability in leading these activities. Alternatively, the MCRI or the National Children’s Study may be able provide a lead person. 

Dr. Herceg agreed to contact Dr. Wiemels, Dr. Savage, and Camilla Stoltenberg, M.D., Ph.D., to invite them to join the Genetics Working Group. Dr. Taneja agreed to contact Carol. Kasten, M.D. Other possible contributors from the National Children’s Study are Jack Moye, M.D., and Dr. Schoendorf, if Dr. Kasten is not available. Dr. Dwyer agreed to contact Dr. Wong. Dr. Herceg also agreed to arrange the working group’s first conference call.

Dr. Linet proposed several tasks for the working group:

· Determine the availability of cohort biospecimens

· Identify one or two initial hypotheses

· Coordinate with Dr. Tikellis

· Identify the key contact person for each cohort.

Dr. Linet proposed inviting Somdat Mahabir, Ph.D., M.P.H., to provide administrative and scientific support for the working group. She agreed to introduce Dr. Mahabir to Dr. Herceg. She also proposed that, once formed, the Genetics Working Group should have regularly scheduled conference calls. In addition, she proposed that there be a designated liaison from the Genetics Working Group to the Steering Committee. The liaison would participate in the Steering Committee’s monthly conference calls.

Brocher Foundation Application

The status of this application is unknown. The Steering Committee tabled discussion until its next conference call when Dr. Kasten will report.

Revision to the I4C Brochure

Dr. Taneja proposed that the Steering Committee address revisions to the I4C brochure in e-mails. Dr. Tikellis asked whether there is an I4C logo. The call participants agreed that there is no logo. Dr. Taneja agreed to confer with the communications contractor (the Academy for Educational Development) to get an estimate and options for a logo. Dr. Tikellis proposed replacing “current cohorts” with “Foundation Cohorts” in the brochure. The call participants agreed that “Foundation Cohorts” could be used. Newer cohorts that have not been implemented could be called “planned cohorts.”

Updates on Cohorts

E-mails were sent to Dr. Jørn Olsen and Sjurdur F. Olsen. The e-mails outlined the information required from the Danish National Birth Cohort. There has been no response so far.

The Norwegian Mother and Child Study will complete its linkage with the Norwegian Cancer Registry in the near future. Dr. Tikellis will follow up with Dr. Stoltenberg on the status of this activity.

Activities for the Chinese cohort (i.e., the Birth Defects Surveillance System for the Collaborative Project) are moving forward. Dr. Linet and Nancy Potischman, Ph.D., will visit China at the end of January and will present a concept to the cohort scientists. One of the key activities is to identify all cancer cases in the cohort. Dr. Linet anticipates being in the field by spring. The data dictionary for the Chinese data is progressing, and the available data will soon be identified.

Other Business

Steering Committee Membership. In an effort to be as inclusive as possible, particularly with regard to Foundation Cohorts such as Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children, Dr. Dwyer proposed that the Steering Committee membership be expanded. However, Foundation Cohorts must be more clearly defined. Dr. Linet suggested that the Steering Committee could have rotating membership, but the issue should be discussed further at a later time.

Environmental Working Group. The Steering Committee will discuss the Environmental Working Group during its next conference call.

RO3 Grant. The MCRI will submit a new application for an RO3 grant. The application is due in June.

Core Variables. Dr. Dwyer proposed that Drs. Taneja and Schoendorf work with the MCRI to construct core variables using the National Children’s Study’s protocols. Conversely, National Children’s Study’s protocols could be modified according to how I4C core variables are constructed.

Action Items:

· Dr. Herceg will invite Drs. Wiemels, Savage, and Stoltenberg to join the Genetics Working Group.

· Dr. Taneja will invite Dr. Kasten to join the Genetics Working Group and confer with Dr. Moye about his interest in participating.

· Dr. Dwyer will invite Dr. Wong to join the Genetics Working Group.

· Dr. Linet will introduce Dr. Mahabir to Dr. Herceg.

· Dr. Herceg will arrange the Genetics Working Group’s first conference call.

· The next conference call is scheduled for February 1.
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