12 month working plan for I4C Working Groups (November 2011 to November 2012)
Dear I4C Working Group Leaders, the I4C Steering Committee is requesting each working group to complete a 12 month working plan that will focus on the implementation of the scientific proposals that have been approved by the Steering Committee to date, or your plans for what you aim to achieve in the next 12 months.  To assist you with documenting these plans, we have prepared a template for you to complete so that it can be reviewed and approved by the Steering Committee.
The plan will need to be submitted by WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER to Gabriella Tikellis (gabriella.tikellis@mcri.edu.au) so they can be distributed to the Steering Committee members in time for December I4C Steering Committee call scheduled for early December (date and time to be confirmed) when the plans will be reviewed.

Current progress
1. Genetic/Epigenetic WG

· The proposal was approved by the I4C Steering Committee Jan/Feb 2011
· Requests for 200 biological samples from TIHS approved 9th November 2011

· Process for transfer of biological samples to IARC is currently underway.

2. Environmental WG on Birth weight
· Proposal approved by the I4C Steering Committee on June 6 2011
· Data pooled on 4 cohorts: TIHS, ALSPAC, JPS and CPP
· Preliminary results reported in Barcelona, 2011
· Approval to incorporate DNBC data has been received in October 2011
· Waiting on additional variables from DNBC and dataset from MoBa to incorporate into currently pooled dataset at International Data Coordinating Centre
3. Environmental WG on Pesticide Exposure through Occupation
· Proposal approved by the I4C Steering Committee April 4th,  2011
· Collated information on what occupation codes have been used  by various cohorts
· Decision made on using ISCO-88 as the classification system for occupation
· Currently working on having  detailed information from the cohorts that have agreed to participate transferred to the International Data Coordinating Centre

4. Environmental WG on Residential proximity and Agricultural pesticide exposures 
· Proposal is being reviewed  following presentation at Steering Committee Call on August 1, 2011
· Feasibility of acquiring data for address geocoding and historical land use maps with pesticide information is currently in development
5. Folate

· Data has been pooled from TIHS and ALSPAC
· Interim analysis reported at I4C meeting in Lyon  2009
· Data transfer of  DNBC data to International Data Coordinating Centre currently in progress
· Compilation of dataset from MoBa currently in progress
_____________________________________________________________________________
1. Name of  Working Group:  “Clinical Working Group”
2. Names of individual/s heading Working Group proposal : 

Joshua D. Schiffman, MD (Pediatric Hematology/Oncology, University of Utah)
3. Name and email address for contact person for correspondence and queries:

Joshua Schiffman (Joshua.Schiffman@hci.utah.edu)

Administrative assistant: Melanie DeJulis (Melanie.DeJulis@hci.utah.edu)

4. Brief description of working group’s main objectives:

The main objective of this group is to bring a clinical perspective to I4C.  This will include an initial effort to harmonize the clinical diagnoses to insure that each cancer matches between international studies.  In addition, our group will work to incorporate as many of the new molecular and translocation subtypes into the diagnostic definitions.  Eventually, we will work to obtain clinical outcome data from participating studies to correlate with the epidemiological and biological variables being studied.

5. Description of the aims for the working group over the next 12 months:

As the newest working group, our first effort is to identify interested participants, agree on clinical agenda, and then divide up responsibilities to achieve these aims.  Although we have yet to meet as a group, our first objective will be to send out questionnaire to learn how the diagnoses are identified, collected, and recorded among each of the cohorts.
6. List of I4C Cohorts involved (contributing data and/or  biospecimens) in proposal at present:

To be determined – this will be one of our first objectives to achieve.
7. Requirements for proposal to be carried out:

__X__ Cancer cases data --- possibly includes pathology reports
_____ Questionnaire data from cohort and cancer cases

_____ Biological samples
_____ Other, please provide details
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8. Additional resources/requirements that you see could potentially delay progress of working group (e.g.  Funds, personnel -research assistance, assistance in setting up teleconference calls etc.).
Funds for research assistance and teleconference calls.

9. Proposed date (month would be sufficient) for next working group teleconference and how frequently do you envisage these calls taking place.
January.
10. Title of manuscripts that could be generated within the next 12 months from the working group:

Not applicable until after first teleconference.  Need to discuss with other working group members.
11. Timeline for the next 12 months. Please include as much detail as possible on each major step of the process. (From November 2011 to November 2012)
	Task 
	Nov

2011
	Dec
	Jan

2012 
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	June
	July
	Aug 
	Sept
	Oct 
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	Identify interested members of Clinical Working Group
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Initial contact via email – solicit ideas and set up conference call
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Conference call
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	Design questionnaire and submit for I4C approval 
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Send out questionnaire
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Review data from questionnaire
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Follow-up as needed with cohorts 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
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