12 month working plan for I4C Working Groups (November 2011 to November 2012)
Dear I4C Working Group Leaders, the I4C Steering Committee is requesting each working group to complete a 12 month working plan that will focus on the implementation of the scientific proposals that have been approved by the Steering Committee to date, or your plans for what you aim to achieve in the next 12 months.  To assist you with documenting these plans, we have prepared a template for you to complete so that it can be reviewed and approved by the Steering Committee.
The plan will need to be submitted by WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER to Gabriella Tikellis (gabriella.tikellis@mcri.edu.au) so they can be distributed to the Steering Committee members in time for December I4C Steering Committee call scheduled for early December (date and time to be confirmed) when the plans will be reviewed.

Current progress
1. Genetic/Epigenetic WG

· The proposal was approved by the I4C Steering Committee Jan/Feb 2011
· Requests for 200 biological samples from TIHS approved 9th November 2011

· Process for transfer of biological samples to IARC is currently underway.

2. Environmental WG on Birth weight
· Proposal approved by the I4C Steering Committee on June 6 2011
· Data pooled on 4 cohorts: TIHS, ALSPAC, JPS and CPP
· Preliminary results reported in Barcelona, 2011
· Approval to incorporate DNBC data has been received in October 2011
· Waiting on additional variables from DNBC and dataset from MoBa to incorporate into currently pooled dataset at International Data Coordinating Centre
3. Environmental WG on Pesticide Exposure through Occupation
· Proposal approved by the I4C Steering Committee April 4th,  2011
· Collated information on what occupation codes have been used  by various cohorts
· Decision made on using ISCO-88 as the classification system for occupation
· Currently working on having  detailed information from the cohorts that have agreed to participate transferred to the International Data Coordinating Centre

4. Environmental WG on Residential proximity and Agricultural pesticide exposures 
· Proposal is being reviewed  following presentation at Steering Committee Call on August 1, 2011
· Feasibility of acquiring data for address geocoding and historical land use maps with pesticide information is currently in development
5. Folate

· Data has been pooled from TIHS and ALSPAC
· Interim analysis reported at I4C meeting in Lyon  2009
· Data transfer of  DNBC data to International Data Coordinating Centre currently in progress
· Compilation of dataset from MoBa currently in progress
_____________________________________________________________________________
1. Name of  Working Group: 

Environmental:- Birth weight working group
2. Names of individual/s heading Working Group proposal :

Ora Paltiel
Manolis Kogevinas

3. Name and email address for contact person for correspondence and queries:

Ora Paltiel
ora@vms.huji.ac.il
or 

orap@hadassah.org.il

4. Brief description of working group’s main objectives:

1. To examine the association between BW, BW adjusted for gestational age, and other growth parameters as continuous variables and in categories (eg LBW <2500 g, 2500-3999 gm, HBW  4000+ gm) and the hazard of  all cancers,  all leukemia, ALL, AML, other cancers occurring in children aged 0-15  in  a pooled data set from the 6  participating I4C cohorts as well as examining the pattern (i.e. linear, U-shape, or threshold effect) of the association. All analyses will be adjusted for cohort, and successive models will adjust for important covariates such as gender of child, education, SES, maternal diabetes, paternal diabetes,  maternal and paternal age, birth order, etc. 

2.  To  examine the association between BW and childhood cancer and leukemia  (CL) in specific age groups determined by age of diagnosis : infant (up to age 1 year); early childhood (1-4 yrs); later childhood (5-9 yrs); early adolescence (10-14yrs) . In addition, we will examine the association between BW and CL stratified according to maternal adiposity levels (measured by  maternal pre-pregnancy BMI,  and weight gain during pregnancy). 

3. To determine whether the BW-leukemia association is consistent over time periods, and across ethnic/geographic groups using data from the various cohorts with inception times in different epochs. (eg JPS in the 60s-70s, TIHS late 80s-mid 90s, ALSPAC early 90s, CPP early-mid60s and MoBa 2000.  
4. If positive findings found in 2 regarding maternal obesity- consider drafting fundable project to include newer cohorts.

5. Description of the aims for the working group over the next 12 months:

1. Obtain relevant data from all participating cohorts.
2. Perform data quality checks on sent data

3. Analyse the data according to study plan

4. Present preliminary results to Working Group and discuss publication strategies

5. Prepare for publication

6. Circulate draft among working group members and cohort PIs.

7. Submit
8. Discuss feasibility of grant regarding maternal adiposity and childhood cancer following preliminary results of current pooled analysis.

6. List of I4C Cohorts involved (contributing data) in proposal at present:

· THIS

· ALSPAC

· JPS 

· CPP
· DNBC
· MoBa
7. Requirements for proposal to be carried out:

___X__ Cancer cases data

__X___ Questionnaire data from cohort and cancer cases

8. Additional resources/requirements that you see could potentially delay progress of working group (e.g.  Funds, personnel -research assistance, assistance in setting up teleconference calls etc.). 
· Assistance in setting up teleconference calls
9. Proposed date (month would be sufficient) for next working group teleconference and how frequently do you envisage these calls taking place. 
· January 2012 to discuss data analysis strategies. 

· Next teleconference after preliminary data analysis. 

· Third phone call after preliminary manuscript draft has been circulated.
10. Title of manuscripts that could be generated within the next 12 months from the working group:

The association between birth weight and childhood cancer; a pooled analysis from the International Consortium of Childhood Cancer Cohorts
11. Timeline for the next 12 months. Please include as much detail as possible on each major step of the process. (From November 2011 to November 2012)
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	Finalize data analysis plan with working group- email and teleconference
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Present results to working group- emails and teleconference
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	Circulate manuscript-emails
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Submit manuscript
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	If positive findings with maternal obesity discuss (teleconference) possibility for funded study in newer cohorts currently accumulating data on  childhood cancer
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