12 month working plan for I4C Working Groups (November 2011 to November 2012)
Dear I4C Working Group Leaders, the I4C Steering Committee is requesting each working group to complete a 12 month working plan that will focus on the implementation of the scientific proposals that have been approved by the Steering Committee to date, or your plans for what you aim to achieve in the next 12 months.  To assist you with documenting these plans, we have prepared a template for you to complete so that it can be reviewed and approved by the Steering Committee.
The plan will need to be submitted by WEDNESDAY 30th NOVEMBER to Gabriella Tikellis (gabriella.tikellis@mcri.edu.au) so they can be distributed to the Steering Committee members in time for December I4C Steering Committee call scheduled for early December (date and time to be confirmed) when the plans will be reviewed.

Current progress
1. Genetic/Epigenetic WG

· The proposal was approved by the I4C Steering Committee Jan/Feb 2011
· Requests for 200 biological samples from TIHS approved 9th November 2011

· Process for transfer of biological samples to IARC is currently underway.

2. Environmental WG on Birth weight
· Proposal approved by the I4C Steering Committee on June 6 2011
· Data pooled on 4 cohorts: TIHS, ALSPAC, JPS and CPP
· Preliminary results reported in Barcelona, 2011
· Approval to incorporate DNBC data has been received in October 2011
· Waiting on additional variables from DNBC and dataset from MoBa to incorporate into currently pooled dataset at International Data Coordinating Centre
3. Environmental WG on Pesticide Exposure through Occupation
· Proposal approved by the I4C Steering Committee April 4th,  2011
· Collated information on what occupation codes have been used  by various cohorts
· Decision made on using ISCO-88 as the classification system for occupation
· Currently working on having  detailed information from the cohorts that have agreed to participate transferred to the International Data Coordinating Centre

4. Environmental WG on Residential proximity and Agricultural pesticide exposures 
· Proposal is being reviewed  following presentation at Steering Committee Call on August 1, 2011
· Feasibility of acquiring data for address geocoding and historical land use maps with pesticide information is currently in development
5. Folate

· Data has been pooled from TIHS and ALSPAC
· Interim analysis reported at I4C meeting in Lyon  2009
· Data transfer of  DNBC data to International Data Coordinating Centre currently in progress
· Compilation of dataset from MoBa currently in progress
_____________________________________________________________________________
1. Name of  Working Group: 

Environmental WG on Occupational Pesticide Exposure

2. Names of individual/s heading Working Group proposal :

Drs Joachim Schüz, Ann Olsson, Kurt Straif at IARC
3. Name and email address for contact person for correspondence and queries:

Dr Ann Olsson; olsson@iarc.fr 

4. Brief description of working group’s main objectives:

I4C provides a cost-effective opportunity to study if a parental occupation in different types of farming and occupational use of pesticides is associated with increased risk of cancer in the offspring in a prospective and therefore attractive design. 
Our overall objective is to investigate if parental occupation in different types of farming and exposure to pesticides are associated with increased risk of childhood cancer in their offspring.

The specific aims are to:

· Evaluate the risk of childhood cancer (primarily leukaemia, lymphomas and brain cancer) associated with parental occupation in different types of farming; 

· Estimate the relative risk of childhood cancer associated with duration and low and high levels of parental occupational exposure to pesticides (insecticides & herbicides); 

· Describe parental domestic use of pesticides in relation to parental education, occupation, rural or urban housing, size of family etc. by period and country and compare with corresponding data from case-control studies;
· Estimate the risk of childhood cancer associated with maternal and paternal self-reported use of pesticides during pregnancy.

Importantly, this project will also prepare the ground for studying other parental occupational exposures in relation to childhood cancer by harmonizing all occupational histories of the individual studies to ISCO-88.
5. Description of the aims for the working group over the next 12 months:

· Obtain some funding to conduct this work; a RO3 was submitted to NCI in November 2011.
· Encourage more cohorts to contribute data to these analyses, because we need more power.

· Retrieve occupational data from MCRI, i.e. classification details and all available occupational data of parents (codes, original job text, dates etc.).
· Harmonize the different classification systems to ISCO-88.
· Apply the ‘ALOHA+’ job exposure matrix made available from IRAS at Utrecht University to estimate no, low and high exposure to pesticides, herbicides and insecticides, based on ISCO-88. 
· Prepare descriptive paper
6. List of I4C Cohorts involved (contributing data and/or biospecimens) in proposal at present:

Table 1. I4C cohorts that have agreed to participate in our project

	Country
	Study
	Principle Investigator
	Sample Size
	Recruiting years

	Australia
	Tasmanian Infant Health Survey (THIS)
	Prof. Terry Dwyer
	10 627 
	1988-1995

	UK
	Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children (ALSPAC)
	Prof. Jean Golding
	14 062
	1990-1992

	Denmark
	Danish National Birth Cohort (DNBC)
	Dr. Jørn Olsen 
	101 042
	1996-2002

	Norway
	Norwegian Mother and Child Cohort Study (MoBa)
	Dr. Per Magnus
	100 000
	1999-2007


7. Requirements for proposal to be carried out:

___x__ Cancer cases data: The analytical analyses should be using the most recent updated disease information, in particular in Norway. In the meantime we can work on the occupational data.
___x__ Questionnaire data from cohort and cancer cases: In order to study ‘different types of farming’ we need to have access to the original text that derived to the ISCO-88 code ‘61**’, so we can explore if possible to arrive to more precise jobs, e.g. dairy farmer, pig farmer etc.
_____ Biological samples

___x__ Other, please provide details: We need to obtain some external funding for this project.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8. Additional resources/requirements that you see could potentially delay progress of working group (e.g.  Funds, personnel -research assistance, assistance in setting up teleconference calls etc.). We need an active contact person in each cohort that is accessible and knowledgeable about the data. It does not matter if we communicate ‘via MCRI’ or not but we need rather quick replies to our many questions. Until now, it has worked well. 
It would also be important to know, and we strongly encourage, if we can include the Chinese cohort and start working on the occupational baseline data before having the disease data updated. It would be beneficial for the Chinese cohort, I4C and in particular this project.
9. Proposed date (month would be sufficient) for next working group teleconference and how frequently do you envisage these calls taking place.
March 2012, and thereafter every 3 months.
10. Title of manuscripts that could be generated within the next 12 months from the working group:

A paper describing parental occupational and domestic use of pesticides in relation to education, occupation, rural or urban housing, size of family etc. by period and country and compare it with corresponding data from case-control studies could be produced in the fall of 2012. An analytical paper will only be not meaningful when we acquire more power.
11. Timeline for the next 12 months. Please include as much detail as possible on each major step of the process. (From November 2011 to November 2012)
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