

MADCaP U01CA184374 Investigators Conference Call Minutes
November 3, 2015

Attendees: Ilir Agalliu (Einstein), David Lounsbury (Einstein), Olufemi Ogunbiyi (UCH), Pedro Fernandez (SU), Yuri Quintani (BIDMC), Ann Hsing (CPCI), Brian Fortier (DFCI), Caroline Andrews (DFCI), Timothy Rebbeck (DFCI) 

1. U01 MADCaP Grant meeting
 Reda Room 4, Palais des Congrès de Marrakech, November 17th 2015, 1-5pm
a. Proposed agenda
1:00pm Introductions (Rebbeck)
1:10pm Center Descriptions (Center PIs) 5 minutes/group. Each center should prepare a brief overview, incorporating slides as needed.
1:35pm Data Elements: Questionnaire (Andrews) 
1:50pm Protocols (Andrews-DFCI) Data Collection, Biosampling, Processing, and Banking 
2:15pm Array Design (CPGR, Lachance, Rebbeck and others) 
2:40pm Break 
3:00pm Laboratory Analysis (CPGR) 25 minutes
3:25pm Population/Evolutionary Genetics (LaChance) 
3:55pm Communication and Data (Quintana) 
4:20pm Future grants and supplements (Rebbeck) 
5:00pm Close of meeting
 A handbook containing draft versions of the protocols and data elements will be distributed electronically prior to, and as hard copies, during the meeting.  If there are any slides and handouts to be incorporated into the handbook, please email them to CA/BF by Monday (11/9).

b. U01 study staff contacts and roles: please confirm and update the circulating document by Monday (11/9) as this will be included in the meeting handbook.

c. U01 investigators dinner: Wednesday November 18th at 8pm at Riad Kniza, Derb l'Hotel (El Guernaoui) N°34, Bab Doukkala, 40008 Marrakech-Medina.  Transportation is being arranged for this.

d. Arranging individual meetings with each center: Meetings are being arranged in the Lobby area at the Atlas Medina & Spa, Avenue Hassan 1er, Marrakech, 4000, located across the street from the convention center.

2. Regulatory approvals and subcontract initialization
a. Human subject protection training certification has been completed by all centers.
b. Financial conflict of interest (FCOI) policy compliance is pending from one center and should be completed shortly.
c. IRB protocol approval: 3 sites are pending and all have conditional approval.  DFCI full IRB board review scheduled for 11/9; Ghana’s IRB full review on 11/4; CPGR signed the MTA with Korle-Bu & 37 Military Hospitals in Accra, a requirement for Ghana’s IRB protocol.  NHLS/Wits University pending final review.
d. Subcontract initialization.  This cannot be set up until all center administrative requirements are in place. This will be initialized by DFCI Grants & Contracts office when the last center has completed their FCOI policy document.
e. MTA-CPGR/CLS: CPGR were unable to attend the call but had information to share regarding MTAs with the individual centers.  Will need to sign individual MTAs with each center in order for samples to be delivered to CPGR.  Each center would need to provide a copy of the MTA with the import permit when samples are brought into S. Africa.  Separate/additional MTAs will be required for biobanking between the Center and the Biobank.  Leonard Lazarus from the World Courier will be the contact person for the project.  He is currently in Ghana and will introduce himself to Professor Yeboah as the World Courier representative in Ghana.
TR-thanks to everyone for working hard to finalize all administrative requirements of the grant.

3. Data elements/Questionnaire development
The draft questionnaire was created based on the harmonization grid that many commented on, looking for a way to harmonize elements.  Request to review the draft with specific changes as soon as possible with further review to take place in Marrakech. Feedback requested on the content and ordering of each module, essential and optional questions, and questionnaire length.  Reviewed inclusion of cell phone number question, ethnicity (might need separate option for each center for this question), might want to ask a question about mother’s and father’s ethnicity to capture data required.  Family history limited to first degree relatives, not sure if second degree would be useful.  Also family history not being included in the questionnaire for other diseases.  
Obtained good feedback via the SurveyMonkey on diet/nutrition/physical activity questions but still unsure how to capture this data. However, last week a group from Wageningen University in the Netherlands visited Harvard School of Public Health and they have been evaluating diet and nutrition in Africa.  Will make additional contact with this group and seek their input.  
Somatogram on weight and baldness.  AH-do we still want to ask about height/weight if using the somatograms.  TR-yes, can correlate data obtained.  AH-uses baldness pictures in her questionnaires but asks question at age 45 and not 30.  TR suggested showing pictures twice for response at age 30 and age 45.  Hope in future to gather additional epidemiological data in Africa and so the more that can be collected at this phase the better.  Some information may need to be extracted from medical records.

4. Study Protocol development and design
Drafts are being finalized and will be distributed prior to the meeting for discussion in Marrakech.
Biosampling: DFCI group met with Biomatrica last week.  They make plates that permit shipping of DNA and RNA in a safe manner not requiring a cold chain.  They also make blood tubes and saliva kits that might be useful for the consortium.  They are a bit more expensive than had budgeted for.  Will follow up and obtain more information.  CPGR has been testing their DNAStable plate and will circulate results of their validation experiment.


Next U01 MADcAP Investigators meeting will take place on Tuesday November 17th at 1:00pm in Marrakech.
